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A Blueprint for Persecution

l. Setting the Stage: The Israelites Confront “Exile”
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33 And it shall be, when Pharaoh summons you, and says: What is your occupation? 34 Then
you are to say: ‘Your servants have been keepers of cattle from our youth until now, both we,
and our fathers;’ so that you may be able to settle in the land of Goshen; for all shepherds are

abhorrent to the Egyptians.'
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4 And they said to Pharaoh: 'To dwell in the land have we come; for there is no pasture for your
servants' flocks, since the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now therefore, we pray you,
allow your servants to settle in the land of Goshen.'
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27 And Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they acquired property
therein, and they were fruitful, and multiplied exceedingly.
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7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed
exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them.
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HaRav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv): The Israelites not only filled the land of Goshen, but
the land of Egypt beyond. The Israelites consciously ignored the wishes of their forefather,
Ya’akov, that they remain separate from Egypt. Thus, the Torah grants us a glimpse of cause
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and effect in Egyptians’ growing hatred of the Israelites, and in world’s continual hatred of the
Jews. [The more we try to be like “them,”the greater the “pushback.”]
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Midrash Tanhuma: “And the land was filled with them.” The theaters and circuses became filled
with them...

Il. Setting the Stage: A Transition in Egypt
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And a new king arose over Egypt who knew not of Yosef
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Talmud Bavli: Rav and Shmuel argued concerning the “new” Egyptian king. One maintained
that it was actually a new king. The other argued that it was the same king whose perspective
and approach had changed.

[ll. The Blueprint
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1. The Goals
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Ramban: Pharaoh and his officers could not have acted precipitously against the Israelites. The

process had to be carefully calculated.

Both the Egyptian population and their ultimate victims had to be “prepared” for the process.

2. Propaganda
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9 And he said to his people: 'Behold, the people of the Children of Israel are more numerous
and stronger than we; 10 come, let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come to
pass, that, if a war will occur, they may join our enemies, and fight against us, and go up from
the land.

3. Isolation
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11 And they set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for
Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Ramses.

4. Humiliation
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13 And the Egyptians enslaved the Children of Israel with crushing harshness. 14 And thy made

their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field;
all the service that they performed with them was with crushing harshness

5. The Onset of Genocide:
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15 And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of the one was
Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah; 16 and he said: 'When you do the office of a midwife
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to the Hebrew women, you shall look upon the birthstool: if it be a son, then you shall kill him;
but if it be a daughter, then she shall live.'

6. The Final Stage
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22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying: 'Every son that is born ye shall cast into the
river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.

7. The Results
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22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying: 'Every son that is born ye shall cast into the
river, and every daughter ye shall save alive.'
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20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from
Pharaoh; 21 and they said unto them: 'The LORD look upon you, and judge; because you have
made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a
sword in their hand to slay us.'

8. Freedom? How?
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6 Wherefore say unto the children of Israel: | am the LORD, and | will bring you out from under
the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from their bondage, and | will redeem you
with an outstretched arm, and with great judgments; 7 and | will take you to Me for a people,
and | will be to you a God; and ye shall know that | am the LORD your God, who brought you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 And | will bring you in unto the land, concerning
which | lifted up My hand to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and | will give it you for a
heritage: | am the LORD."




